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FROM THE PRESIDENT

BirdLife Townsville is now six months old! The committee is still working hard to make the necessary changes to bring us in
l'ine with National Office requirements. |, tthngswd rubsmbothyf a drag, but o

It will be very obvious to you that Annette has been making huge leaps into the new technology with the end product being

a brilliant newsletter. This newsletter is actually being produced just a hop, step and a jump away from the Olympics as

Annette is supposedly on an overseas holiday. Once again, | remind you all to keep those articles I shortorlong 1 comingin
to Annette.

Our latestbook, 6 Rai nf orest Birds of the sSonuotwheirnn tWeet fTirnoapli cesddi ti ng stage.
looks fantastic! Marleen is working hard on this last leg before the book is printed, despite being on 6hol i diaw atd
Bowra.

Again, | am asking for nominations for the Publicity Officer. Karen has offered to step in but is leaving Townsville in a few

mo nths time. As | have said previously, the role mainly involves sending a group email -which is already set up, just needs
dates and venues changed - once a month. There may be the occasional request for information from the media but those
requests are pas sed on to the appropriate member of the committee to be dealt with. Please give it a bit of thought. If you

want to discuss the role please contact me either by phone 47799933 or email contact@trboc.org.au

There have been a few hitches in the changeover of the website. lan and Graeme are working doggedly at it and it should be
all systems go very soon. You can still access the website at trboc.org.au . Keep looking i you may be the first to see the
new BirdLi fe Townsville web page come up!

Janet Robino

YOUR COMMITTEE

President: Janet Robino

Vice-President:  Alf Acton

Secretary: Warren Charlton

Treasurer: Norm Rains

Newsletter Editor: Annette Sutton

Conservation Officer: Peter Valentine

Education Officer: Elna Kerswell

Committee Members: Marleen Acton lan Boyd Pat Charlton

BirdLife Townsville
PO Box 1168, Aitkenvale QIld 4814
Web address www.trboc.org.au Email : contact@trboc.org.au
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BLACK-THROATED FINCH RESEARCH

Black -throated Finch and other granivorous birdsodé field activities have sta

I (along with my colleague, Stanley Tang) have started mist netting birds in the Townsville area, an essential

component of our PhD researches. We are colour banding, measuring and taking blood samples from the Black -
throated Finches and other granivorous birds we are capturing (Double -barred Finch, Chestnut  -breasted
Mannikin, Zebra Finch, Nutmeg Mannikin and Peaceful Dove).

Seven attempts in four different locations in the vicinity of Ross River dam have been made so far. We captured
a total of 193 birds, from those 144 were target species (Peaceful Doves= 50; Chestnut -breasted Mannikins=
73; Double -barred Finches= 8; Black  -throated Finches= 13).

The first two finches were banded in April, 2012: two Double -barred Finc hes at Laudham Park. They were
captured near their nest and weighed 9.5 and 8.5 grams respectively. Both were banded with a unique colour
combination and had blood samples taken for genetic analysis. After being processed, the birds were released

and flew off strongly, showing no evidence of having suffered from the treatment.

All the target species were colour banded and most of them were bled. Whenever possible we also measure
head -bill length, bill length, tarsus, wing and tail. Other important information such as moulting characteristics,
fat and the presence of brood patch is also recorded.

However, not only target species are trapped in the nets. We captured other species including Diamond Dove,

Little Bronze -Cuckoo, Sacred Kingfisher, White -winged Triller, Leaden Flycatcher, Lemon -bellied Flycatcher,
Tawny Grassbird, Red -backed Fairy -wren, Little Friarbird, White -throated Honeyeater, Black  -chinned
Honeyeater, Brown Honeyeater, Yellow -bellied Sunbird, White  -breasted Woodswallow, Great Bowerbir d and

Spangled Drongo. These birds were banded (only numbered bands, not colored), measured and released.

If you are visiting areas in the vicinity of Ross River dam and see any of our banded birds, we would appreciate

to hear of your sighting including t he specific location, date of the sighting and the colour combination of the
bands.
But, how do you O6readdé the colour bands?

The colour band is a very useful technique to mark birds and individualize them. Colour banding can provide

useful information (bre  eding and social behaviour, movements and site/mate fidelity) without having to

recapture them. Each bird has a unique colour combination and it
that is very easy!

The bands should be read: top left, bottom left , top right, bottom right (not your righ
picture, for instance, the combination is: Y (yellow), R (red), G (green), M (metal).

This birdisY R/ G M.

The colours we are using are:

Colour Abbreviation
Red R Other examples of how to read the colour combinations:
Yellow Y
Green G
Blue B
Orange (6]
Black N
White w .
Grey S [ WO/GM YR/BM
© GB/YM BR/NM \
Metal M [ \
> Bird’sright Bird’s right
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Because colour banded finches can be individualized, from now on they will receive names! Names will be

chosen to honour friends and people that are contributing to our research. Only Black -throated Finches (and the
first two Double -barred Finches) will receive names. However, all target granivorous birds will be colour

banded.

Black -throated finches Name Double -barred finches

colour combinations colour combinations

YG/WM Tony NR/WM Troy

GY/GM Eric BW/RM Viviane

NR/WM April - -

GB/RM Rob - -

NB/RM Glen - -

WB/GM lan - -

BW/RM Anne - Sophie - -

BW/BM Matthew - -

RW/NM Janet - -

GN/RM Ivor - -

RN/WM Denise - -

WW/WM James - -

BW/GM George - -

If you see a Black -throated Finch itds very important that you |l et us know,
them. We also strongly recommend that you report Black -throated Finch sightings at the Black -throated Finch
Recovery Team web -site (http://www.blackthroatedfinch.com) and help us with t heir conservation.

If you see a banded finch (any target species) itds very important that you

combination! Your help is important!

Some Black -throated Finches were already sighted by Norm Rains! Have a look at his pict ures:

Likely to be BTF Anne -Sophie (BW/RM)

(Images courtesy of Norm Rains) / Sightings June 17 " 2012
Thanks

Juliana Rechetelo  jurechetelo@gmail.com  / juliana.rechetelo@my.jcu.edu.au

PhD Student
James Cook University (School of Earth and Environmental Sciences) / CSIRO (Ecosystems sciences)

Work phone: + 61 7 4753 8593 Mobile phone: + 61 414 579 474


mailto:jurechetelo@gmail.com
mailto:juliana.rechetelo@my.jcu.edu.au

ARTEMIS TRIP - JULY

2012

Recently, six members from the club
ventured up to Cape York to camp at
Artemis Station.

For those who have not been there before,
Artemis is situated about 20k south of
Musgrave Roadhouse and is a large cattle
propert y owned by Tom and Sue Shepherd,

long time guardians of the endangered Golden -

shouldered Parrot that is resident on the
property.

With an overnight stop at Lakeland, the trip up
(and back) was uneventful with good roads all
the way. Upon arrival at Artemis , we were
enthusiastically welcomed by Sue who soon had
the billy on and in no time we were sitting down
to a hot cuppa and slabs of homemade
fruitcake. It was then time to set up our camp
which was in a paddock adjacent to the
homestead. Things turned out to be quite
civilised as the Shepherds have constructed a
toilet block complete with hot showers and
flushing toilets in the paddock to cater for

visito rs and work gangs that camp on the
property.

That afternoon  Sue guided us to an area on the
property in search of the Golden -shouldered
Parrot. It was not long before we had a flock of
about 20 parrots in our binoculars. The flock
consisted of adult birds , juveniles and some
young chicks that were still being fed by their
parents. Good close sighting and photo
opportunities were had by all.

Golden -shouldered Parrot lan Boyd

That night, as with each night we were there,
we went spotlighting. We were not
disappointed. Southern Boobooks and Tawny

The Drongo  August 2012

Frogmouths were prevalent. Of interest, we did
spot several families of Laughing Kookaburras.
It was terrific to see a family of four chicks and
two adults huddled closely together high up on
a tree branch. Nightjars were the target birds
of those n ightly jaunts but they were elusive,
until we got to Nifold Plain, that is.

Red Goshawk lan Boyd

The next bird on the list was another

endangered species, the Red Goshawk. Some
literature classes it as one of the rarest birds in
Australia. We had to travel about 50 kilometres

to the area of the Goshawk and then the hunt
was on. Our search was made easier when,

after about 15 minutes in the area, a pair of

birds was sighted flying along the roadway
towards us. It was a pair of Red Goshawks.

Wow! Six bird watchers soon had them f irmly
fixed in their binoculars. How lucky can you be!
For a while we watched the male bird go about
nest building by repeatedly carrying and

carefully placing dry twigs in their nest which

was on a horizontal branch about 15 metre s
above the ground. The f  emale bird was not as
active as she sat perched looking on, as if to
make the sure the male was doing the right

thing. It was to our amazement the pair were
sighted mating not once  , but twice in the time
that we there. While in the area we also sighted

a p air of Black -throated Finches (northern form)
and Banded Honeyeaters.

We visited Lotusbird Lodge situated on the
Marina Plain Road about 28 kilometres from
Musgrave Roadhouse

(http://www.lotusbird.co m.au/index.html )

We were made welcome there and allowed to
wander around the large billabong on which the
lodge is situated. The track around the billabong
made the going easy and, while the birding was
not terrific, we did have good sighting of the
waterbirds including th e Radjah Shelduck.
Among others were the Yellow Oriole, Black -
backed Butcherbird and Forest Kingfishers.


http://www.lotusbird.com.au/index.html
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Star Fiches were our next quarry. To get to an Boobooks and Tawny F  rogmouths were caught
area where they could be easily found entailed in the car headlight on the roadway. Again

a drive of about 75 kilometres over dirt roads. these birds offered excellent views. The decision
To make it worthwhile we decided to not only to spend the extra time spotlighting on the

pack lunch but to also pack an evening meal so Nifold Plain prove a good one as a top night was
we could combine some spotlighting on the had by all.

Nifold Plain in search of the Nightjars and Ow Is. . . ' .
On the way we called into the Red Goshawk The rest of the time at Artemis was filled with

bird watching on the propertyds w
diverse forested areas. Our species tally for the
trip was 130. The one that we thought we

area in the hope t hat Martin Willis, a late
arrival, would be able to see the birds. He did.
It was then off to the area of the Star Finch. At

first the finches were difficult to find. Once we would eas.i l y 9 ?t but didnot was t
had worked out their movements, they were crowned Friarbird. | suppose you
easily found. Several Star Finch flocks sighted greedy!

included Black -throated Finches, Masked We all had a terrific time and there is now talk

Finches and Black -faced Woodswallows. In one of a return visit next year. Any extra takers?

area there was an Australian Hobby that one ) ]

would assume had a constant supply of food lan Boyd i On behalf of Janet, Rick, Gloria,

with so many Finches in the area. lan L and Gil.

ANNANDALE T NOT A
FRIENDLY SUBURB?

On Sunday morning there was quite a raucous
going on in our back yard or, more precisely, in

our Euodia tree. | hadndét heard t
so both Pat and | had a look to see what new
bird was in our tree. There wasno

there were lots! And  they were all in the upper
section of the tree.

White -throated Nightjar lan Boyd I managed to see three Magpies - it was one of
those making the noise and must have been a
. . ficall to ar ms oatleaktéwo Great al |
After a good look around the Nifold Pla in areas Bowerbirds, a Drongo and several Magpie -larks

and a drive out to see Hahn Crossing in

Lakefield National park, we sat back to have

din ner and wait for night fall. Having eaten, my
attention was caught by the constant alarm

calls of some Yellow Honeyeaters. An owl is
close by was my immediate thought. | worked
my way around the edge of the billabong we
were sitting on and in the tree where the
Honeyeaters were acting so frantic ally, 1
spotted a Papuan Frogmouth. This got the
attention of the others who scurried around to . :
seeit. Duringtheex ci t ement the Frog m%latf% f%rguge a while.

T with several more fl  ying in. | also saw a few

Common Mynas flying around but they were

keeping their distance. Just as | went

downstairs and attempted to see what was

causing the mel ee, iito flew off
of the property, stopping us from identifying it.

| saw a st riped front while Pat saw a grey head

and guessed it was a Collared Sparrowhawk.

They have been nesting along the river during

the past year. |1 guess it wono6t b

mate was spotted. Two Papuan Frogmouths This was certainly an example of the old saying
while having dinner. How good can it get! 1 Birds o f a feather, flock together!

Nightfall came and the spotlights were readied. Warren Charlton

The area we were to spotlight in was along the

roadway that crosses Nifold Plain , a stretch of ~

about 9 kilometres. White  -throated Nightjars
were the first species we came across and they
proved to be quite common. They were easily
approached and photographed. Next species

was a Barking Owl which gave excellent views

as it sat in the open on top of a broke n tree
trunk not far off the road. This was followed b y
a couple of sightings of Grass Owls. These were

not easily approached but we got good views

through the binos and spotting scope. On the Magpie lan Boyd
trip back to Artemis , a number of Southern
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out quite quickly with brown (13), rufous and
CO LO U R AN D chestnut (9 each), blue (8), and green, gold,

sooty, buff and bronze all on 6 species. Purple,
ANATO M Y I N dusky and tawny have four each while scarlet,

olive, crimson, silver, chestnut and orange all

AU ST RALIAN B I R D have three species eac  h. There are many

colours that are only used once and these would

N AM E S be relatively easy for you to pinpoint the

species as soon as the colour is mentioned - for
Throughout the world common names example azure, or leaden, or plum, or sulphur

usually reflect key identification or straw or emerald to name a few local
A . instances. A lot more challenging (and now |
characteristics of birds.

sound like Marleen at a trivia event), can you
In Australia this is most  readily seen in the use name the 6 species with green in their names?
of colour and anatomy in common names for
our birds. | decided to get a better appreciation
of this by analysing the names as recorded in
the Australian Bird List (BOCA's Little Blue Bird
List) but confined myself to indigenous spec ies
only; no introduced species and no vagrants.
This gives a total of about 682 species. The
first question was relating to colour. What
colours were used and how common were

What about anatomy? By my calculation there
are 36 anatomical references in Australian
common names (for indigenous species of

bir ds). A total of 213 birds have an anatomical
element in their names (a little less than those
that have colour). What is the most frequently
used part of the anatomy included in common
names? Perhaps not surprisingly the two end
points of the body feature  , most commonly the
tail (with 24 names) and followed by the bill
(with 17) and the breast (17 also). Close to
these are the face and the wing, each with 14
uses. Other well -used bits of the anatomy
include head and back (13 each), throat (11),
brow (9), n eck and crown (8 each) and then
ear, belly, rump, and eye with 6 each.

As with colour there are a few anatomical bits
only used once and some of these will be
obvious (for example "knee", "shoulder", "toe
and "side"). But, what about "nose"? Somehow
does not sound right does it. Perhaps

surprisingly there are only four species with a

direct reference to feathers - 2 with "quill" in

their name and 2 with "plumage" in their name.

Red-eared Firetail Colour and anatomy combinations feature quite
stro ngly - again not surprisingly. Can you
identify two colours associated with

Perhaps surprisingly a total of about 290 "shoulders"? How many colours associated with

species include colour in their common names ‘rump"? Next time you see a bird, think about
with a few having more than one colour. An its name.

example of a multiple colour common name in

our region is the Yellow White -eye. Another
would be the Chestnut  -breasted Whiteface. In
this analysis | have included the two end points
of the colour spectrum (ie black and white) and

it is perhaps not surprising to find that these

are the two most commonly used colours for
Australian bird names (white in 47 species,

black for 44 species).

different colours in our bird names?

What is the next most common colour? Red is
the colour most used after black or white with
32 indigenous species using red. Any bird with
red is likely to be noticed and perhaps that is = i
the explanation for its frequent use, but there Bl AN
are some birds with r  ed in their plumage that Red-rumped Parrot
do not have the colour in their common name

(Little Lorikeet for example). After red came

yellow with 26 species including that colour in

their common name, closely followed by grey Story and Photographs by Peter Valentine
with 20 species. From then on the list petered
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Birding in Bali

A Bukit Bird -walk and Sewage Ponds
Saunter

In recent times, more of our BirdlifeTownsville

(formerly TRBOC) members seem to be

travelling overseas, so it occurred to me that a

Drongo article about a nearby exotic destination

usually associated with beaches, strange foods

and fascinating culture may be of interest,

because Bali is also a good birding destination.

Indonesia as a whole boasts a bird list of some

1700 species, about 17% of the w orl dés total
but it is a large and varied tropical country, with

dense population centres, and seeing many of Bali Starling lan Boyd
the species is a formidable challenge, as | well
know from the approximately seven years |
have spent in various periods in the

the heavily -populated island of Bali, however, it
is still possible to get a pretty good bird list.

archipelago. Bal ihas many advantages as a Even a short excursion limited to the drier
starting point in exploring the Indonesian habitats and hotel gardens on the Nusa Dua
avifauna: tourism is well -developed, many peninsula of eastern Bali will probably surprise
Balinese speak English and are used to dealing you - so let's take an imaginary half -day trip as
with foreigners, and the infrastructure, facilities per the title of this article and tick what we can
and food are generally good to adequate, see and hear. Uday ana Lodge (an accredited
comp ared to other parts of the country. ecolodge run by Indonesian staff under the
Further mor e, Bali 6s bird | i s tguidance of Australian expat friends and former
is not overwhelming, with some birds familiar to Townsvillians Alan and Meryl Wilson) up on
Australians, and reasonably good bird -books Bukit Jimbaran ("bukit’ means hill) at the base
and local guides available to help out with of the Nusa Dua peninsula, is a good place to
unfamiliar birds. stay, and to start from. An early start ambling

about the grounds and vicinity of the Lodge will

take us through a dawn chorus with a

bewildering cacophony of sounds, and we

should see most of the concert participants:

among others, two babbling bulbul sp ecies, the
ubiquitous Common loras with their distinctive
melodious jingle, Javan and Collared Kingfishers
screeching from the treetops, a Fulvous -
breasted Woodpecker drumming, squabbling

White -breasted Waterhens near the swimming

pool, and perhaps the me llifluous song of the
Asian Magpie Robin or the harsh crowing of the
stunning Green Junglefowl, sometimes seen

skulking around the lawn edges at this time of

day. Glancing skyward, we would likely see two
kinds of swiftlets with a couple of Pacific

Swallo ws, which might be joined by other swifts

and perhaps a passing group of Blue -tailed Bee -
eaters. As the day warms we stop for a quick
breakfast at t heflobropgmgeds upper
restaurant, from where the massive Gunung

Agung, the sacred volcano, is haz ily visible in
the distance, while in the foreground bulbuls,

ioras, sunbirds, flowerpeckers, tailorbirds and

prinias forage in the lush Lodge gardens (over

50 bird and 20+ butterfly species have been

recorded just around the Lodge).

Bird -wise, man y families/groups not found in
Australia are represented in Indonesia, for

example hornbills, woodpeckers, barbets and
junglefowl/pheasants, among others. The

tropical latitudes and extended nature of this

nation of islands also has allowed greater

specie s diversity within families, including those
that are represented in Australia such as bee -
eaters, kingfishers, warblers, sunbirds and
flycatchers, to name a few.

From the Lodge we take a meandering drive
around the peninsula via the plateau and cliff -

Black -naped Oriole lan Boyd tops, stopping at a few points including the

To see many of the more typical south Asian grounds of some of the fancier hotels to look for
forest birds, it would be necessary to trave I additional species - seabirds, fantails, trillers,
westward to Java and beyond. Without leaving minivets, Long -tailed Shrike, Plaintive Cuckoo

and with luck a Racket -tailed Treepie or two.
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We arrive eventually at the Nusa Dua sewage
works near the southern end of the peninsula, a
magnificent (to a birdo) set of admittedly
(ahem) Aperfumedod ponds
mangrove fo rests, which have been protected

as a nature reserve. Sauntering slowly around

the settling ponds, we could add a further 30
species or more, including wetland birds such as
Purple Heron, Black -crowned Night Heron,
Javan Pond Heron, Sunda Teal, assorted e grets
and cormorants, the electric Small Blue

Kingfisher and a few waders in season, not to
mention some additional bushbirds such as

Pink -necked Green Pigeon and Flyeater. By

now the heat and humidity are stifling, our

sewage pond saunter has turned into a poo -
ponds plod, so we retreat with a 10 -minute
drive to the Lodge, where we celebrate our bird

list with suitable liquids and a light lunch: 50 -
60+ species, including at least 70 -80% "lifers"
if you are new to Indonesia. Not bad for a
morning's bukitb  ird -walk, peninsular
peregrination and sewage ponds saunter - and
you still have the rice paddies, botanical

gardens, the mountain forests and lakes, and

the Bali Barat National Park to look forward to

good for another 50  -100 species!

[Udayana Eco -Lodge is birder and non -birder
friendly, has pleasant, clean, affordable
accommodation, excellent well -trained staff, set
but flexible menu meals, and reliable
vehicles/drivers for hire at reasonable cost;

airport, Kuta village and two beaches are within
10-20 minutes drive - see internet for more
info]

Rolf Jensen

BOWRA BITS

Alf and | took on the job of volunteers at
Bowra for the month of July.

The weather has been everything from minus
with frosts to mild and even on the edge of hot.
Our highest overnight temp was 17 degrees
followed by a day that dropped to 13
days have been very cold with the wind chill

taking the temp down to 4 °C. Birding in that is
not fun, then 45ml of rain which made roads
impassable for a few days. Even though the

nights are cold, a lot of the days have been
beautiful and sunny.

Washing linen and cleaning are some of our
duties. After that we can go birding. Before
the rain , birds were hard to find; after the rain
even more difficult. Still we have managed to
see quite a lot.

Inthe yard; a White -plumed Honeyeater has
nested jus t outside the office door, Brown
Treecreepers call constantly and visit off and on
all day, Spotted Bowerbird, Restless Flycatcher,
Chestnut -crowned Babblers, Mistletoebird,

°C. Some

Yellow -throated Miners, Crested Pigeons, and
Red-wing Parrot are just some of our visitors.
Fairy Martins are building nests under the

aed\jea A& main df Galahs and Ringnecks have

spent a lot of time checking out a nesting hole
in a large gum near the back door. The big
decision is yet to be decided.

Out and about; over a hundred Diamo  nd Doves
coming down to take water at a dam was
spectacular, first landing in a dead tree close to
the edge then making their wary approach and
quickly having a drink. Another highlight was
finding an Emu sitting on eggs. When first seen
before the rain ¢ ame there were six eggs. After
a week | thought | might not be able to locate it
again or that it may have been waterlogged and
abandoned, but | did manage and he was still
there along with eight eggs.

| usually do not go in to town with Alf but he
had re ported seeing a Bustard along the road
out to the gate and as | wanted that for my
Bowra list thought | would tag along. Just as
well for me. | finally got my Grey Falcon so that
was another good day and pure luck as well.

We are now on the countdown to d eparture with
only about 7 days left of our month. After

coming to grips with the cold it has been most
enjoyable.

Marleen Acton

Chestnut -crowned Babbler
Peter Valentine

Major Mitchell

Australian Ringneck Emu eggs
Marleen Acton

Bowra is a hotspot for Australia's threatened birdlife.
It is renowned as one of the country's most rewarding
birdwatching destinations, featuring iconic species
such as Hall's Babbler, Chestnut -breasted Qualil
Thrush and the Grey Falcon.

Located in the heart of the Mulga Lands, on the

Warrego River plains, Bowra is a vitally important

property for the conservation of Australi a's wildlife and
is now owned by  Australian Wildlife Conservancy.

http://lwww.australianwildlife.org/bowra.aspx



AVIAN GOLD MEDALS

What if there were an Olympics for
birds? Who would be in the medal
count?

George and | were discussing this the other

day. George suggested the starlings for
Synchronised Swimming but, as they would

look silly with pegs on their noses and

swimming costumes, they should get the gol d
for Synchronised Flying. Budgerigars could

come in for the silver. We need an Aussie on

the podium.

Gentoo Penguins take gold in the swimming.
They can manage up to 30 km/h (one source
says40km/h but they canot
for long. The longest ~ swimming migration
undertaken by a bird is made by the Magellanic
Penguin. It swims 2000 miles from Patagonia,
South America to Rio de Janiero, Brazil.

keep

In the sport of diving, Gannets can dive from a
height of 30 m, achieving speeds of 100 km/h
as they strike the water, enabling them to catch
fish much deeper
than most airborne
birds. Spongy bone
around the head and
air sacs under their
skin protect their
bodies from impact.
Emperor Pengu ins
come in first for the
deepest diving bird
at 540m. They also
take out gold in a few
other events, mostly endurance. Emperor
Penguins maintain the longest period
underwater at eighteen minutes. At -45°C,
they regularly endure the coldest temperat ure
of any bird though the Snowy Owl has been
known to put up with -62.5 °C. The male
Emperors have the longest fasting period (134
days) and the longest uninterrupted incubation
period at 64 to 67 days. Looks like the Emperor
Penguins could be set to win the overall medal
count. The Michael Phelps of the feathery kind.

Emperor Penguin
vistawallpapers.com

Next on the program are Athletics. The gold
medal for running goes to the Ostrich who

clocks in at 70km/h. They can maintain this
speed for up to twenty minutes so they would
take out all the sprint gold medals and maybe a
long distance one or two as well. The Ostrich is
also the tallest and the heaviest bird but lays

the smallest egg, relative to body size.

What about gold for flying? The Peregrine
Falcon is
takes out the gold for the fastest bird on earth,
but only when it is diving. Level flight is a
different event. Most sources seem to agree

10

that the White -throated Needletail would take
out the gold. The Spur  -winged Goose and the
Red-breasted Merganser (a northern
hemisphere duck with an impressive punk

hairdo) would vie for silver and bronze.

There are a few
contenders for the
weightlifting gold,
all of them eagles.
The jury is still out
on this one but the
Harpy, African
Golden Crowned,

Red-breasted Merganser and Philippine

The Backyard Wildlife and Eagles are all

Nature Store reported to have
taken small

U p mamhas (dhtdI6p€ and howler monkeys).

Most of the stories are anecdotal. The largest
documented prey taken by a Philippine eagle is
a 14 kg (30.8 Ibs) Philippine deer Cervus at a

nest studied by Kennedy in 1985.

The flight endurance gold would probably go to

the S ooty Tern. It leaves its nesting grounds as

a youngster and remains aloft for 3 -10 years .
It occasionally settles on the wa ter. Itreturns
to land to breed as an adult.

Last but not least, the gold medal for the
highest flight goes to a
collided with a commercial aircraft over Abidjan,

Ivory Coast, at an altitude of 37,000 feet in
November 1973. The im  pact damaged one of
the aircraftds engines,
safely. The species is rarely seen above 20,000

feet.

but

In 1967, about 30 Whooper Swans were
spotted at just over 27,000 feet by an airline
pilot over the Western Isles, UK. They were
flying f rom Iceland to Loch Foyle on the
Northern Ireland/Republic Ireland border. Their
altitude was confirmed by air traffic control.
They take out silver.

In the human sphere, only the top, super -fit
athletes who train rigorously for years are

capable of amazi ng feats in physical pursuits.
Birds have to be Olympic athletes at all times,
just to survive.

Annette Sutton

There are a lot of internet sites to check out
these fantastic birds. Try this one and try
Google.

http://www.victorialodging.com/recreation/birdi
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WINTERWINDSAND road to inspect a flock of MfAsomet
wasno6t Budgies or Cockatielso, co
feelings about Antarctica. Stepped out of the
WI NTO N WO N D E RS car and stopped in haste. Back to the car to
retrieve our  overcoats, scarves and gloves
Pentland, White Mountains and Beyond which, with our hoods also over the ears, gave
BirdLife Townsville had planned a weekend trip Eiftrffr? ;gﬁfﬁgﬁ;sf:ﬁ?;ﬂsg%eblﬁfézct‘ot: llow
to Pentland for some interesting birding on the identify. The flock of about 20 had landed in
gzm 212((11 ?léte';glgg':g mgtgti?gsful\llli?ign@ Park. the grass near the railway line, 12 to 15 metres
going on to Winton, up to Richmond and back away, so we had good views of their bobbing
through Hughenden, and for another weekend
inPentlandw i t h Bet hds two sisters. I made alll
the necessary bookings 1 having learnt never to
go west without having secured
accommodation. The grey nomads are there in
full force this year, which is great news for
those towns.
Our Pentland weekend was cold but del ightful,
with just eight Club members participating, but
all great company and good spotters. The most
notable birds seen were the Pink -eared Ducks,
a Baillonds Crake and a Glossy I bis at the dam,
while Banded Honeyeaters and a Pied
Honeyeater provided sp  ecial thrills in White
Mountains. Banded Honeyeat erpeidahd victdd it dcdment il e wind
Beth and me. A quite satisfying day, even if we beat us back into the car. Holding the
missed the White -eared Honeyeater and any binoculars against the wind was difficult, but
Thornbills. The constant chirping and singing of when you see Flock Bronzewings for the first
Brown Honeyeaters throughout the day gave . time in your life, you  need to study them
the usual pleasure, even if Wecar@ftﬂl;‘"'Tgk'blﬁ’rfargéithréﬂuge i onto the
any into Rufous - throated Honey  -eaters. next ones, which we hoped to find on the
On the Sunday, Beth and | headed for Winton, gravelly mesa.
hoping to find those reported (months ago) | headed straight for the Laboratory section of
Flock Bronzewings along the Winton road. We the Age of Dinosaurs museum complex, pulled
stopped and looked at several dams wit hout up in the car park, and bingo, there was a Red -
luck, but did have the pleasure of seeing capped Robin showing off for us right beside the
Crimson Chats and many flocks of Zebra car. On with the overcoats again to walk
Finches. Closer to Winton, several flocks of around in the scraggly, uninspiring -looking
Budgies flashed green and gold (they should fly rees that didnot provide much sh
in the Olympics as Australl aop?ovncf'e@r@ét\ﬁeWQof\Par’bSate& Fairy -wrens,
couple of flocks of Cockatiels caused us to slow a flockferfermtddi fSitellas feeding bl
down in admiration. the lower branches, Rufous Whistlers, Grey
Fantails and Spinifex Pigeons wandering around
in the spinifex. By that time, the cold wind
convinced me that a coffee in the brand -new
restaurant perched enticingly beside the gorge,
was just what the body required. We drove
around to the other side of the gorge where this
wonderful addition to a birding morning proved
as delightful as 1 6d hoped. Cof f
sandwiches sitting in the sun (out of the wind),
overlooking t he red rocks of the gorge, with a
narrow view to eternity stretching out between
the 6armsd of the gorge, was a Wwo
experience.
Dondt miss it when you next visit
morning. Refreshed and with new energy, we
Monday came in with a freezing wind from returned to the Laboratory sid e to search for
Antarctica, after weod6d barel yt wseurwdlvieodw tThheo rnn bgihltl s and I nl and

at
set off towards The Age of Dinosaurs mesa,

Banj o6s wi t h-barheatgr,sawes mal |

encased in thermal vests, long -sleeved skivvies
and a sweater. The first time we pulled off the

s2en there two years ago. Found them both
and the Red -capped Robin appeared again in
the same tree.
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