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FROM THE PRESIDENT

The last few months have been very busy indeed. The Shorebird 2020 winter surveys were all completed. Some records to
note are: 50 Eastern  Curlews and 1 Collared Kingfisher at Cungulla; 13 Whimbrel and 26 Pied Oystercatchers at Bushland
Beach and 43 Grey -tailed Tattlers at Lucinda. And last but certainly not least, 3 Beach Stone - Curlews at Lucinda.

The Birds In Schools Program is well on the way with the Townsville Junior Grammar School students planting their bird

friendly garden. See Walds article for the full story. Our

up. If you are interested in getting involved contact the ¢ ommittee to get more information on how you can contribute.

Several members helped out at the Sustainability House Open Day. After a slow start, probably because of the cold weather,

educati ol

we were kept very busy with lots of families asking lots of questions. T he display cases from the Museum of Tropical North

Queensland were a particular hit. One case holds a lovely Barn Owl and the other several kingfishers. There was also a
constant queue of kids and adults to look at some very obliging birds through the scop es.

The Photography Group is going strong with several members getting together on the first Tuesday evening each month to
share photos and pick up hints from each other. You donodt
joinin and enjoy looking at some pretty good photos of birds.

Janet Robino
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tiny) to get tickets. Chris left t he hotel about
P U FF I N S O N S KO M ER 6.30 am and drove down very narrow lanes to

the harbour. Six pounds to park for the day.
IS LAN D At least you can use the ticket all day. He was

about sixty metres from the top of the queue
Itall started with Ray reading his photo and, even though the office opened at 8.00 am ,
magazine and an article about Puffins on it was 8. 40 by the time he was served. But he
Skomer Island on the Western coast of Wales. got the precious tickets.

Then we did a bit of searching on the Internet,

roped in our son Chris, and, with our daughter

kindly lending us her car, we set off i n late June
from Hertfordshire, fairly close to London.

The first stumbling block wasj
trips to Skomer on a Monday. As we arrived on
the Sunday and were all set for the Monday that
was a bit of a blow. Luckily , we still had
Tuesday up our sleeve. So much for our
research on the Internet. Mr Google let us
down.

Gull with captive chick Ray Sutton

At 11.30 am we boarded the tiny ferry with 47
others packed in like sardines and set off on the
ten minute trip to Skomer Island. Not far from
the island, birds were floating in the sea and
swirling around in the sky. Puffins and others.
On landing, there are eighty -seven stairs to
climb but fortunately they are wide and
concrete and have good handrails. Then we
had to have a briefing before we were let loose

Guill i Rav Sutt on the island. There are quite a few Puffins

utiemots ay utton looking at you curiously as you listen.
Therewaspl_entytoexploreinWest Hal f of the worl dds popul ation of
Pembrokeshire and we heard that there was an

Shearwaters breed in underground burrows on
Skomer each year before heading off to South
America. Just under 350,00 pairs it is estimated

live on Skomer Island. So all visitors have to

be told to stick to the designated pathways for

fear of collapsing burrows if you stray. They

sleep in the burrows all day and head out to sea

to feed at night. The only Shearwaters we saw

were dead ones. The Great Black -Backed Gulls
wait for them on their return every morning.

area on Military of Defence land nearby where
one could walk to the cliff tops and see
Guillemots, Kittywakes, Razorbills and others.
Unfortunately, the range was closed for firing
practice and our bodies shook as the heavy
artillery explode d nearby . Then someone said
the military would open the range for a couple

of hours at 4.30 pm so, after a nice afternoon

tea at a nearby seaside resort (too cold for my
liking), we went to Castlemartin, watched them
pull down the red flag and unlock the gate, and
streamed through with many others to walk

past the Royal Tank Regiment and get onto the
cliffs.

Just off the coast were several rock stacks, not
unlike those on the Great Ocean Road. The

top s of several of these were covered with
thousands of ne sting Guillemots. Guillemots
are first cousins of Puffins, a sort of Northern
Hemisphere Penguin that can fly. We had no
longer settled in when a Great Black -Backed
Gull flew in and stole a chick from a

momentarily unguarded nest. It flew off with

its s mall prey dangling helplessly.

Puffin Annette Sutton

Back to the Puffins. You candét book the ferry to
Skomer and they only take three or four ferries The path at first is steep and very rocky. After
a day with fifty people at a time. So you have about two kilometres we came to The Wick

to queue up very early at the harbour (very which is the cliff top area where the Puffins
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congregate. There is a gravel path about a They flew 0 nto the top of the cliff with their
metre wide along the  cliff top and the access mouths full and then ran very purposefully up
path joins it at right angles. Puffins were the bank to their burrows, sometimes almost
wandering about everywhere. The surrounding walking over my feet. You have to stand stock
country was mostly grass flats with daisies all still when they run past so as not to frighten or
through the grass, making a very picturesque bamboozle them. | saw one with a bit of

background for such quirky, pretty little birds.
They are quite tiny, only about 18 cm tall and
weigh in at 500 grams.

nesting material and one running around with a

Thief Ray Sutton

small stone in its mouth. Home decoration?
Gulls would sometimes threaten them, chasing
them to see if they could steal the fish. The
Puffins won in the skirmishes | saw.

The iconic feature of the Atlan tic puffin is its

brightly coloured striped beak. But after

breeding they return to the sea and stay at sea

for eight months, during which time they shed

their colourful beaks and black eyeliner and are

just a dull grey. Very little is known about this

phase of the Puffinds | ife.

The Puffins pair off and either reclaim an old

burrow or dig a new one to raise their one little
Puffling. They huntf ar outto sea and bring
back mouthfuls of sand eels or other small fish.

The jaws of the puffin enable it to carry multiple

small fish simultaneously. While the jaws of

many other birds are hin ~ ged at one point, the
puffinds beak has a flexible
control the degree to which its mouth opens. In

addition, the upper and lower jaws of the puffin

are joined together with a soft and stretchy

piece of flesh known hhs a frol
allows the puffin to open its mouth even wider !
than the average bird. The inside of the upper gy
jaw is also textured with a sy"
known as denticles, which point back towards o
the throat. The puffin can hold its prey against
the denticles with  its strong tongue, and can
continue hunting for more prey while holding its

previous catch in place. Razorbill Ray Sutton

Puffins on average carry around 10 fish at a Breeding around the cliffs below the Puffins

time, but have also been sighted carrying up to were Guillemots, Razorbills and Kittiwakes.

60 fish simultaneously. From asknature.org Fulmars also breed there. They are like a small
albatross and glide around the area. We also
saw Oyster Catchers which are a lot like ou r
Pied Oystercatchers i1 same genus, different

species. And a rabbit.
Puffins should be on everybodyods |

Annette Sutton

https://www.welshwildlife.org/skomer
skokholm/skomer/
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CUMBERLAND DAM

I'd heard of this place and the thrilling birds
that visit it so | was really keen to get out and
about with the binos before we'd set up the
van. My wonderful husband sent me off to
check it out while he did the set up. It's
probably a lot more peaceful that way!!

Wow ! What a great place.
around wasn't very productive

My initial look
. It was the

middle of the day and lots of vans were coming
in and setting up. | had another go in the
evening ; it was much better and by then I'd
scoped out how to get out around to the back of
the dam.

Masked Finch

So | got up with the birds, pre dawn. It was
pretty dam n cold | cantellyou , e specially for a
north coast Queenslander. | had lots of layers

on. Gloves would have been handy!!

Yellow -tinted Honeyeater

The light was glorious, with just enough light
cloud to give wonderful colours to the sky. Two
Brolga flew into the dam, through that glorious
colour..wh oot... On venturing further, |
discovered three Forest Kingfisher using the
same leafless tree as a perch to catch their
breakfast. Lots of honeyeater types were
singing their heads off with an occasional call
from a Paperbark Flycatcher.

I walked on, rubbing my hands to try to warm
them as best | could. Standing still , | saw and
heard the local gang of Gre

They are such lovely birds. These w ere happy

y-crowned Babblers.

to continue to feed while | photographed them.
Next | came across a  lovely pair of Rufous
Whistlers; the male posed so nicely for me.

Eventually | made my way back to the van and
breakfast. Sam had been for a walk too,
through the fence and along the river bed. He
said there were a few little pools of water and
one in particular wi  th some small birds busily

X
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Grey -crowned Babbler

drinking and bathing.

So after breakfast we headed off to the

riverbed. Well, wow! The paperbarks were in

full flower so the bird activity there was non -
stop. I had ahardtim e keeping up with the
types of birds visiting, let alone the numbers.

After nearly falling into a rabbit hole (dodgy
ankles!!) and giving myself a big fright, |

settled down and managed to identify some of

the birds. Honeyeaters predominated, Yellow

tint ed, Rufous -throated of various ages, Blue -

faced, Brown, Banded and Yellow were the
majority. Then there were Little Friarbird,

Yellow -throated Miner, Rainbow Lorikeet, Varied
Lorikeet (whoot!), Black  -faced Woodswallows
were also making the most of the fea st of
nectar.

Brolgas flying in

We finally left the blossom and trees and found

the small puddle Sam had discovered. Well the
treats there were amazing...  Black -throated
Finch (northern race) were coming and going,
bathing, drinking and just sitting. Masked Finch

wh ere doing much the same. Banded
Honeyeaters where enjoying the water too,

from juvenile up to adults. At one point a gang

of Apostlebirds turned up to disrupt the small
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birds. | used the noise to move closer and try
for better photos. It didn't take lo ng for the
small birds to return and initially they were a bit
cautious and settled along the bank that |
couldn't see, of course!! But then they relaxed
more and | managed to get some shots of the
visitors. At one point my photos were being
photobombed by Black -throated Finches,
hahaha.. ['ll let the photo's tell the story..

The birds relaxed to the point that | had Masked
Finch preening after a bath just 2 metres from
me, in the small tree that | was using as a very
poor hide!! | was in heaven | can tell you.
Every so often | stopped breathing so as not to

Varied Lorikeet

scare the birds that arrived. A pair of Diamond
Doves came along, stayed long enough for a
quick drink, not long enough for a photo. A pair
of Pale -headed Rosellas landed in the tree that
hung over the water, but never ventured

further. A Rufous Whistler came and sat i n the
water, eventually bathing and splashing a bit of
water about. During all this various

honeyeaters flew into and out of the water,

bathing. They were mostly Yellow -tinted with
an occasional Brown and Rufous  -throated
joining in.

} ool

Black -throated and Masked Finches

Eventually the Apo stlebirds returned and the
small birds departed once again. | picked

myself up and headed over to where Sam was
sitting. By the time Sam had headed off and |

was getting ready to follow, the Black -throated

Finches (northern race) were back in the

puddle. Obviously | wasn't too scary!!

Annette Sibson

BIRDS IN SCHOOLS

Birdlife Townsville has been participating in the
Birdlife Australia fABird
in May this year, your Committee participated in
the fiplant outo of a abther

Townsville Grammar Junior School, Annandale.

But, first what is the
- fABirds in Schoolso is
education project designed to engage students

in the scientific process through investigating

and monitoringt  he birds and habitat of their
school grounds, with the ultimate aim of
developing and implementing an Action Plan
related to improving school biodiversity.

In the case of Townsville Grammar Junior

School the AAction Plano

Bird surveys and the co llection, distribution and
understanding of the data on the bird species
and number of birds within the school grounds;

Designing and building of bird nesting boxes;

The fAplanting
improve school biodiversity

outo of a

Soon Thursday 30 May from 9am to 12 noon
we met at the school garden to commence the
plant out; 35 Grade 6 Students, the Principal
(Noel Nethery) and Teacher (Shandelle
O6Reilly), 5 members of
(Janet Robino, Wal Threlfall, Jill & Peter
Staunton and Janet Cross); TCC Councillor
Anne -Maree Greaney; Uncle Alfred from the
Bindal People; Helene James TCC Community
Involvement Officer and 4 TCC staff from the
Gardening Dept. as well as the local media.
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Speeches by the Principal Noel Nethery and TCC

Counci llor Anne -Maree Greaney started the PAL M ETU M MAY
proceedings, followed by a traditional smoking

ceremony performed by Uncle Alfred, TCC staff

advised on the correct method of planting, then

it was all action stations as the students

commenced the great fAplant o
generously provided 100 shrubs and bushes)
everyone got down and dirty !!!

On a cool, fairly overcast day , Six hardy
members met at the Palmetum for our monthly
outing. Birding was pretty slow to start with.

Thg Lago?r@@a yielded 5 Forest Kingfishers, 1
Intermediate Egret, 1 adult and 4 Juvenile
Jacana, 2 Darters, 1 Great Bowerbird, 1
Mistletoebird, a few Ma  sked Lapwings and
many, many Australian White Ibis. We had a
pleasant walk through the rainforest but the
birds were very few and far between.

c

Things livened up when we got to the Turtle
Bridge. There was lots of mistletoe in flower
which was alive with S unbirds, Mistletoebirds,
White -gaped and Brown Honeyeaters, Rufous
Fantail, Bee -eaters, Forest Kingfishers and
Helmeted Friarbirds.

The day finished with Birdlife Townsville and the
students installing a bird bath, with 3 nest
boxes to be placed in trees (within the school
grounds) at a later date.

Avery satisfying and enjoyable day was had by
all and our important message of bird and
habitat conservation was on display for the next
generation.

As we were heading off to the tea rooms for

what we all considered was a well -earned
cuppa, two very small flashes of colou r rocketed
across the creek accompanied by one high
pitched O6peepd. Wi th great antici |
excitement we searched the area where we

thought they may have flown into. Sharp -eyed
Julie was the one to spot our little bird perched

on a branch over the wat  er. It was, of course a
Little Kingfisher! While we were watching it, an

Azure Kingfisher flew in and perched right

beside it.

None of us w as quick enough to get a photo of
them sitting side by side, but who cares!! The
Little KingfishernrlilWRees,Juie 6LIi ferd f

| can certainly recommend to Birdlife Townsville
members that this is a program you should get
involved with, so  next time you see an email

calling for volunteers - GET INVOLVED. and Anne. As for me, it is always such a thrill to
see an Azure Kingfisher and a major highlight to
Wal Threlfall see a Little Kingfisheré.but to s

Kingfisher and then see a Little and an Azure
sitting together was just amazing.

To finish off a great morning we had a lovely
morning tea and stimulatin g conservation at the
Tumbetin Lodge.

Janet Robino




